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of their own defender. Tumult and fear grew
rapidly all over. Our brethren rescued the men
of the aforesaid bishop from the hands of the
crowd, lest they should be evil intreated^ and
drove the people out of the church.

"Now I know that the above-named pontiff
will bring many accusations against our brethren;
will exaggerate what was done; will say that things
were done which were not done; for we have it in
his letters.

" I therefore charge you, my dearest sons, that
yon cast yourselves at the feet of my lord David
the most just and serene emperor. Beg of him
that when the bishop comes to complain, an oppor-
tunity of defence maybe afforded, and of disputing
with him whether it is just that an accused person
should be taken by force from a church and sub-
jected to the very punishments from which he
has fled; whether it is right that one who has
appealed to Caesar should not be brought to Caesar;
whether it is lawful to spoil of all his goods, even
to a boot-lace, one who is penitent and has con-
fessed his sins; whether that saying of the
Scripture1 is well observed, Mercy rejoiceth against
judgment.^

Alcuin then criticises the letter of the Bishop of
Orleans, which has not been preserved. In the
course of the criticism he says two rather clever
things.

" The venerable father says that an accused
sinner ought not to be received in the church. But
if sinners are not to enter the church, how are you
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